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George Peter Garff was born June 17, 
1870. at South Jordan, now Riverton, Utah, 
son of Peter Niels, born February 17, 1843; 
Eskebjerg Sjelland and Antomina Sor- 


A 


George Peter Garff 


GARFF, George Peter, Bishop of | 
the Wallsburg Ward, Wasatch Stake, 
Wasatch Co., Utah, from 1903 to 1912, 
was born June 17, 1870, at South Jor- 
dan (now Riverton), Salt Lake Co., 
Utah, a son of Peter N. Garff and An- 
tomina Sorensen. He was ordained 
a Seventy May 23, 1896, by Edward 
Stevenson, filled a mission to the 
Sandwich Isląnds in 1896-1899, and 
was ordained a High Priest and Bishop 
May 11, 1903, by Rudger Clawson. 


Las Biograph Eueyc: 
Vol 4 p be ú 


ER GARFF AND 


GEORGE PE’ 


TRYPHENA BRIMHALL AND 
FAMILY 


George Peter Garff was born June 17, 
1870, at South Jordan, now Riverton, Uta 
son of Peter Niels. born February 17, 1843; 
Eskebjery Sjelland and Antomina Sor- 


7H 


WALLSBURG BIOGRAPHIES 


ensen Garff, born May 5, 1852, at Hosned, 
H. S. who were staunch converts from 
Denmark. He married Tryphena Brimhall 
on December 19, 1895, in the Salt Lake Tem- 
ple. She was born October 24, 1870, daugh- 
ter of George Washington and Rachel Ann 
Meyer Brimhall, of German parentage. She 
was from Bucyrus, Ohio. 

George Garff died February 21, 1928, 
and Tryphena died May 30, 1961. at the 
age of 90. 

George’s parents moved to Draper, Utah, 
when he was three years old, where they 
engaged in farming and fruit raising. Here 
he completed his carly education and par- 
ticipated in Church activities. 

As a young man he had outstanding ath- 
Jetic ability in baseball, football, running. 
shotput and track sports, and he believed in 
clean sports. He also had a natural tal- 
ent for music. 

He was 6 feet 1 inch, had a soldierly 
bearing and athletic physique, was light 
complexioned, with kind, blue eyes. 

He studied at the U. of U. and the USAC. 
He met Tryphena. who was a teacher at 
the preparatory school at the BYA. when 
he was attending school there. After they 
were married he taught in the Draper pub- 
lic schools, being very popular with the 
students. Six months after their marriage 
they were called to fill a mission to the 
Hawaiian Islands. to teach in the Church 
school in Laie, which they accep 
Salt Lake on May 5, 1596 

One èxperience he valued highly in tos 
mission was in atte 
the leper island of Molokai, where, through 
fasting and prayer, he was able to speak 
to those people in their language, through 
the gft of tongues, for 48 minutes. He al- 
ways was grateful for this divine favor. 
They served two and one-half years and 
were released because of yphena’s ill 
health. They arrived home in November. 
1898. 

That winter, Sister Garffs brother, 
George H. Brimhall, informed them of ~ 
teaching position in Wallsburg. George ac- 
cepted and Tryphena and two children went 
to Spanish Fork to stay with her mother. 
In the following summer, George accepted 
the principalship of the school and moved to 
Wallsburg. 

On May 11, 1903, Brother Garff was or- 


leaving 


ling a conference on 
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dained a High Priest and was set apart 
by Elder Rudger Clawson to be bishop of 
Wallsburg Ward. 

A very serious accident happened to 
Brother Garff shortly after being made bish- 
op. He and 20 others went into the canyon 
in June to try to open a road into Straw- 
berry country. He and his counselor, Wil- 
liam A. Nuttall, attempted to move a boul- 
der in the stream. As he did so a pistoi 
fastened to his belt fell from its holster and 
discharged. He had been impressed to fasten 
it more securely, but didn’t take heed. It 
fell handle down, hit a rock and discharged. 
the bullet entering his right breast and com- 
ing out under his shoulder blade. A thought 
immediately flashed through his mind of 
what he had said shortly after he was made 
bishop: “I would rather die than to be a 
block in the wheel.” 

Brother Nuttall was very anxious to go 
after the other mer. Bishop Garff said: 
“No, stay with me until the end.” Nuttall 
made him as comfortable as possible under 
a tree and as Bishop Garff lay there, dark- 
ness seemed to close in around him. He felt 
that when it was completely closed that 
would be the end of his life. The dark- 
ness closed in like a circle, but remained open 
just above him. As he observed its re- 
maining open and saw the light in the open- 
ing. he received the assurance that he wou'd 
live. Then he let Brother Nuttall go tor 
the men and said he never saw anyone go 
so fast in all his Lfe. They got him to 
the doctor, whe said his only chauce for life 
was because his body was clean. Through 
the power of the priesthood and faith and 
prayers of the ward nembers he was spared. 
In three weeks time he attended quarterly 
conference, where President J. R. Murdock 
called on him to speak. 

He discontinued being principal and en- 
gaged in the mercantile business and farming. 
Although he had many responsibilities in 
community activities, his church work came 
first. 

He encouraged music, sports, dancing 
and dramatics. Baseball teams and those in 
other sports used his pasture land. He 
organized celebrations for the 4th and 24th 
of July. His wife was right along with him 
in these activities and made gallons of ice 
cream for these events. 
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t ated with her hus- 


in and c 
band in everything he did to improve the 
community. She was blessed with natural 
wisdom, a fine intellect and a keen intuition. 
She was proud of her husband's work in the 
gospel and with the people. 

Seeing the need for increasing the edu- 
cational opportunities of the children, he 
encouraged the people of Wallsburg to bond 
for a new building and spent many 
working to complete the four-room H 
which was added to the two-room school 
house. Blue prints for a new 
been made at the time of his leaving Walls- 
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e was a man of great faith, power im 
the Priesthood and had tremendous courage. 
Was always ready to assist in time of need 
In the home, home evenings were held regu 
icipated 
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larly in which the chileren pa 

They left Wallsburg ‘n S: 
to make their home in Lehi, Utah, 

The children of George Peter Gartt 
Tryphenia Brimhall arc: Rachel Min 
Grace Thelma, Mary Brimhall, George Ly 
Mark Brimhall, Major Peter, Ina Tryphe 
Wayne Brimhall, Joseph Elmo. 
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Mark B. Garff 


Mark Brimhall Garff, a good man and an able 
builder, died in Salt Lake City on May 29, 1995 at 
the age of 88. z 

Born in Wallsburg, ER: 
Utah on May 4, 1907, he 
was the son of George 
Peter and TIryphena 
Mayer Brimhall Garff. He 
attended school in Lehi, 
iant era aa 

, Playing hal 
for me (DSU football 
team. He served as an 
LDS missionary in Den- 
mark from 1929 to 1932. 

On October 14, 1935, 
he married Gertrude 
Laura Ryberg in the Salt 
Lake Temple. At the time 
of his mariage, he was serving on the High 
Council of the Granite Stake under President 
Hugh B. Brown. In 1937, at the age of 30, he was 
called as president of the Danish Mission. In 
4939, He and Elder Joseph Fielding Smith orga- 
nized the evacuation of most of fhe European 
LDS missionaries via Denmark at the outbreak of 
World War Il. He served as a member of the LDS 
General Welfare Committee for 18 years, as an 
assistant high priests group leader in the High- 
land Stake, and as a Sunday School and priest- 
hood teacher in the Parleys 6th Ward. 

As founder and senior partner of Garff, erg 
& Garff Construction Co., he was involved in the 
construction of many major buildings along the 
Wasatch Front, including the George Albert 
Smith Fieldhouse and the Wilkinson Center at 


`of the LDS hch Building Committee servin 


for six years, during which time the LDS Chur 
office building and the Washington D.C., Ogden 
and Provo Temples were begun. In 1973 he 
formed Mark B. Garff Construction Co. with his 
two sons. In 4986 he was awarded the Eric W. 
Roag Award by the Utah Chapter of the Asso- 
ciated General Contractors of America for his 
service to the construction industry. 

Mr. Garff served as a member of the executive 
committees of the Danish-American Rebild Na- 
tional Park Society and Utah-Idaho Sugar Co. He 
was president and director of Deseret Federal 
Savings, vice-president and director of Deseret 
News Publishing Co., member of the Salt Lake 
City Chamber of Commerce advisory council, 
and member of the Salt Lake advisory board of 
First Security Bank. He also served as president 
of Bonneville Knife and Fork Club and was a life 
member of Sons of Utah Pioneers. 

He was faithful, energetic, a skilled craftsman, 
cheerful, and a respected teacher and advisor 
fo many. His workmanship and standards will 
endure. He loved boating fishing and the out- 
of-doors. He enjoyed rea ing, quoting and writ- 


ing poetry. 

le is survived by his widow and five children: 
Mark R. gu ); Charlotte (Theodore M. Jacob- 
sen); and William R. (Karen), all of Salt Lake City; 
Georgia pand W. Owens) of Walnut Creek, 
Calif; and Laura (Robert D. Lewis) of Petaluma, 
Calif. Also surviving are 24 grandchildren; five 
English “grandchildren”, four great-grandchil- 
dren; a sister, (Ina Cannon), and three brothers 
(Major, Wayne and Elmo). He was preceded in 
death by a brother, three sisters and a grand- 


son. 

Funeral service will be held at noon on Friday, 
June 2 at Parleys 6th Ward, 2350 So. 2100 East, 
SLC. Friends may call Thursday evening from 6-8 

.m. at Wasatch Lawn Mortuary aioe So. High- 

land Drive, SLC, and Friday at Parleys 6th Ward 
from 10:45-41:45 a.m. In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests contributions to the Danish Scholarship 
Endowment Fund, c/o LDS Foundation, Box 
27488, Provo, Utah 84602. 
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Mark B. Garff dies — 
ex-LDS building chief 


Mark B. Garff, 88, former con- 
tractor, chairman of the LDS 
Church Building Committee and 
member for 18 
years of the 
|| Church Welfare 
| Committee, 
died May 29, 
1995, at 


Holladay 
Health Care 
Center. 
Mr. Garff, 
: who headed the 
Mark B.Garff building com- 
mittee for six 
years beginning in 1965, suffered a 
stroke in 1984 and had been inca- 
pacitated since that time. 
Before becoming chairman of 


the building committee, he 
founded and was senior partner of 
Garff, Ryberg & Garff Construc- 
tion Co. 

The firm constructed many ma- 
jor buildings along the Wasatch 
Front, including the George Albert 
Smith Fieldhouse and the Wilkin- 
son Center at Brigham Young Uni- 
versity, Orson Spencer Hall at the 
University of Utah and the 
Kennecott Building. 

During his administration of the 
church committee, construction 
was started on the Church Office 
Building and the Washington, Og- 
den and Provo temples. 

Fred A. Baker, committee vice 
chairman and Garff’s successor as 
chairman, said Mr. Garff’s greatest 
love as a builder was the Salt Lake 
Temple, which received his full 


concern whenever it needed atten- 
tion. When he was chairman, 
buildings were being built by the 
church building missionary 
system. 

Mr. Garff was a director and 
vice president of the Deseret News 
Publishing Co., president and di- 
rector of Deseret Federal Savings 
and a director and member of the 
executive committee of Utah- 
Idaho Sugar Co. 

In 1986 he was presented the 
Eric W. Ryberg Award by the Utah 
Chapter of the Associated General 
Contractors of America for his ser- 
vice to the construction industry. ` 
Early last year, President Thomas 

* S. Monson, then second counselor 
in the First Presidency of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- © 
day Saints, presented Mr. Garff ` 
with a plaque in recognition of his 
work in “strengthening the foun- 
dations of the modern church wel- 
fare program.” s id 

Mr. Garff served as president 
beginning in 1937 ofthe Danish - 
Mission. Two years laterheand - 
then Elder Joseph Fielding Smith: 
organized the evacuation of most 
of the European LDS missionaries 
via Denmark at the outbreak of 
World War II. 

Funeral will be at noon Friday in 
the Parleys 6th Ward chapel, 2350 
S. 2100 East. Friends may call 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday at Wa- 
satch Lawn Mortuary, 3401 High- 
land Drive, and from 10:45 a.m. to 
11:45 a.m. Friday at the church. 
Burial will be in Wasatch Lawn 
Memorial Park. 
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to Utah October, 1857, Christiansen 
cart Company, 
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. (son of Nels Gari, born Jan. 20, 1811, 


MA- Ain ko bo -e n, Hakeb 
Sjelland, Denmark; former died on plains, latter came to 
Utah). He was born Feb. 17, 1843, Sersiov, Holbek arnt, 
Sjelland, Denmark. Came to Utah 1857, Chiistiansen’s 
handcart_ company. 

Married Antomina Sorenson July 26, 1889, Salt Lake City 
(daughter of Lars Sorensen and Maren Kerstine Petersen of 
Biereby, Hjorring, Denmark, pioneers 1861, Sam 1 A 
Wooley company). She was born May 5, 1852. Their chil- 
Gren: George P. b. June 17, 1870, m, Phena Brimkall; Mary 
Ann b. Dec. 28, 1871, m. B. F. Fitzgerald; Huldah kb. Jan. 22, 
1873, m. F. C. Mickelson; Matilda b. April 1, 1874, m. B. M., 
Crossgrove; Heber N. b. Feb. 10, 1876, m, Louise Murph 
Royal B. b. Oct. 23, 1877, m. Rachel Day; Moses S. b. Nov, 
10, 1879, m. Mary Rasmussen; Aaron Z. b. March 29, 1881; 
Mina C. b. May 7, 1883, m. S. J. Mickelson; Orson A. b, 
March 2, 1885, m. Bodel Lyngby; Connie M. b. Sept. 8. 188%, 
m. Enno Drown; Regnald W. b. May 6, 1890. Family home 
Draper, Utah. 

Senior president 734 quorum seventies; high councilor: 
acting teacher since he was 18 years old; assisted in bring- 
ing immigrants to Utah in 1566; was one of a company of 
500 who brought in abput 4,000 people. As trustee he suc- 
cessfully established the first free public school at Draper 
(the Park school), and at Crescent taxing the railroads 
$1,800, which was used in supplying Draper with its first 
school house. School trustee. Teacher and superintendent 
of Sunday school at Draper 25 years; missionary to Linton, 
Brown county, Minn., where he organized a branch of the 
church; missionary to Norway, where he baptized 27 per- 
sons, 15 of them young Indies, who were organized Into first 
Y. L. M. I. A. in Bergen, Norway; there he served as presi- 
dent of the conference in 1899, and until near the end of his 
mission, returning in 1992; home misslonary; high coun- 
cilor. Farmer and horticulturist. 
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GARFF, PETER N, (son of Nels Garff, born Jan. 20, 1811, 
and Marie Jackobson, born Dec. 9, 1829, both of Eskebjerg, 


Siciland, Denmark; former dic 3. latior came 
ah). He was born Feb, 17, 1843, Sersiov, Holbek amt, 
Sjelland, Denmark. Came to Utah 1857, Christiansen’ 
handcart company. 

Married Antomina Sorensen July 26, 1869, Sait Lake City 
(daughter of Lars Soren and Maren Kerstine Petersen of 
Biergby, Hjorring, Denmark, pioneers 1861, Samuel A. 
Wooley company). She was born May 6, 1852. Treir chil- 
dren: George P. b, June 17, 1870, m. Phena Brimhail; Mary 
Ann b: Dec. 28, 1371, m, B, X. Fitzgerald; Huldah b, Jan. 23, 
1873, m. F. C. Mickelson; Matilda b. April 1, 1874, m. B. M. 
Crossgrove; Heber N. b. Feb. 10, 1876, m., Louise Murphy; 
Royal B. b. Oct, 23, 1877, m. Rachel Day; Moses S b. Nov. 
10, 1879, m. Mary Rasmussen; Aaron Z, b. March 29, 1881; 
Mina C. b. May 7, 1883, m. S. J. Mickelson; Orson A. b. 


March 2, 1886, m. Bodel Lyngby; Connie M. b. Sept. 8, 1888, i 


m. Enno Drown; Regnald W.'b. May 6, 1890. Family home 
Draper, Utah. ‘i 

Senior president 73d quorum seventies; high councilor; 
acting teacher since he was 18 ycars old; assisted in bring- 
ing immigrants to Utah in 1866; was one of a company of 
500 who brought in about 4,00 people. As trustee he suc- 
cessfully established the first freo public school at Draper 
(the Park school), and at Crescent taxing the riilroads 
$1,800, which was used in supplying Draper with its first 
school house. School trustee. Teacher and superintendent 
of Sunday school at Draper 25 years; missionary to Lint: 
Brown county, Minn., where he organized a branch of the 
church; missionary to Norway, where he baptize] 27 per- 
sons, 15 of them young ladics, who were organized into first 
Y. L. M. I. A. in Bergen, Norway; there he served as prest- 
dent of the conference in 1899, and until near the end of his 
mission, returning in 1902; home missionary; high coun- 
chor. Farmer and horticulturist. * 


GARFF, PETER N. (son of N: 
kobson, bern Di 


1s Garft, bern Jan 
1820, both of E: 


Bie Z] mek r 
Jiah). die was born Feb. 17, 1849, Sersiov, Holbek amt, 
Shetland, Denmark. Came to Utah 1857, Christiansens 
handcart company. a 
i Married Antomina Sorənsen July 26, 15% 
(daughter of Lars Roreanen ana waren Ke: i 

ergby, Ifjerring, enmark, ploncers 18 Si 
EM en ee She wes born May 5, 185 Their chil- 
dren: George P. b, June 17, 1870, m, Phena Brimhall; Mary 
Ann b. Dec. 28, 1871, m. B. F. Fitzgerald; Huldan b. Tan. 
1873, m. F. C. Mickelson; Matilda b. April 1, 1874, m. P. 
Crossgrove; Heber N, b, Feb, 10, 1876, m., Louise Murphy 
Royal B. b. Oct. 23, 1877, m. Rachel Day; Moses S. b. Nov. 
10, 1879, m. Mary Rasmussen; Aaron % b, March 29, 1381; 
Mina C. b. May 7, 1883, m. S. J, Mickelson; Orson A. b. 
March 2, 1885, m. Bodel Lyngby; Connie M. b. Sept. 8, 1838, 
m. Enno Drown; Legnald W.'b. May 6, 1890, Family home 
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PSenior president 734 quorum seventies; high councilor; 
acting teacher since he was 18 years oid; assisted in bring- 
ing immigrants to Utah in 1866; was one of a company of 
500 who brought in about 4,000 people. As trustes he suc- 
cessfully established the first free public school at Draper 
(the Park school), and at Crescent taxing the railroads 
$1,800, which was used in supplying Draper with its first 
school house. School trustee. Teacher and superintendent 
of Sunday school at Draper 25 years; slonar, 
Brown county, Minn.. wiere he organ 5 
church; missionary to Norway, where he baptized 27 per- 
sons, 15 of them young htdics, who were organiza into first 
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